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sabaidee!
In February 2001, the UMC was born in Laos. Currently, the church is in 8 
of the 17 provinces. There are 60 congregations, 56 lay leaders and over 
4,000 souls have received new life in Christ. The Laos Mission Initiative 
(LMI) continues to be active and grow because of your partnership. We 
hope the testimonies below of people whose lives were touched by our 
programs will bless you.

WHAT ARE WE DOING?
The Sunbeam Language and Vocational School offers 
classes on motorcycle repair and basic English.

Thank God for this opportunity to learn new skills 
that we can bring home and use to have a better life. 
I did not know anything about fixing motorcycles, but after 
3 weeks of training, I understand how to fix motorcycle, connect 
wire systems and weld iron. I am so glad that we have a God and 
that I am called to know God as our Lord. All I have now is God’s 
love. I would like to thank God, and all our teachers who spent 
their special time to teach us. God bless all of you, and hopefully 
the Lord will reward all you. Amen.

Mr. Chue Yang, farmer & father to two motorcycle repair students

Before, when I heard other people talking in 
English, I could not understand what they are 
talking about. But I can now understand what 
other foreigners are saying about things. 
I am excited to learn more.

Ms. Phadthanar 

I learned so much from my English class such 
as the right words to use in a sentence. Now 
I am more encouraged to explore the internet 
to learn new words.

Ms. Daopachanh

thanksgiving & 
prayer requests

WE THANK GOD FOR:     

1. God’s provisions

2. The church leaders’ 
     faithfulness & commitment

3. Faith & strength in times 
     of difficulties

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

1. Growth & maturity of the 
     leaders & members into 
     discipleship ministries

2. Support for our 
     ministries & programs

3. Church registration/
     official recognition
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Lao Samphan Methodist Youth   
Young people gather together for fellowship, training & worship at 
least twice per year. In August 2017, 20 young people spent time studying 
how to be a worship leader and learning how music can enhance worship. 
They learned new songs and celebrated their musical gifts by playing 
various instruments. We hope each local congregation can have at least 
one musical instrument to use for worship. 

Children’s Ministry
Sunday school teachers are trained to share God’s love to the children 
in their congregations, and the LSMC also encourages children to 
attend school. This year the Lao Samphan Methodist Church distributed 
school supplies to 839 children for the 2017-2018 school year. Twenty 
children received additional funding for registration fees. In the future 
we aim to provide school registration fees for at least 100 children and 
continue giving basic school supplies to others.

Women’s Ministry
The women are always known for their dedication in assisting church 
ministry. Despite being a male-oriented society, the Lao Samphan 
Methodist Women continue to make a difference by empowering their 
fellow women through leadership development, livelihood activities 
and sharing about responsible parenting. In 2018, the emphasis of the 
programs will be on preventive health care. The Women’s Ministry has 
organized a Health Team to assist women and their families improve 
health and sanitation for their families and congregations. 

how to help
umcmission.org/give 
to learn more and to support 
these important projects.

LAOS MISSION INITIATIVE 
PROJECTS  #14927A

LAOS CHURCH BUILDINGS 
#14926N

WOMEN, CHILDREN 
& YOUTH MINISTRIES  
#3020470

SUNBEAM VOCATIONAL 
CENTER  #3021548

LAOS NATIONALS IN 
MISSION  #3021202

SEED PROJECTS  #3020462

how to give
Credit card gifts can be made by 
phone by calling this toll-free 
number: (888) 252-6174

Make checks payable to ADVANCE 
GCFA. Write the ministry name and 
the Advance number on the memo 
line and mail it to: 

Advance GCFA
458 Ponce De Leon Ave NE
Atlanta, GA 30308
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
One project of the LMI is to help communities access to their basic needs. 
Food sustainability, wells with clean water, and stairs that make it easier 
to navigate difficult terrains are some of the ways we have done this. 

Water Wells
We are thankful that Hoikhan received funding from the Lao 
Samphan Methodist Church to build our water tank to store 
water from the mountains. There are about 100 families from 
our village who have access from the water tank. Our modest 
contribution to the project was our time and free labor made this 
project a reality. Now, we have access to water for our daily use. 

Mr. Khanty, Village Chief, Hoikhan Village, Luang Prabang

Stairs
We are very happy that we now have the concrete stairs. Before 
it was so slippery and muddy during rainy days and dusty during 
summer. With the construction of the stairs, it is now safe for 
everyone to carry heavy loads going to our village, especially 
for women and children. 

We thank the Methodist Church and Linworth UMC for helping 
us with funds to buy materials for the stairs. The community 
helped each other to make the project successful. It serves more 
than 100 families.

Village Officers  Ponsavang Village, Odomxay

Food Security (UMCOR)
UMCOR has approved a project grant to start a Food Security 
project for food sustenance in Phasang Village in Vientiane 
Province, coordinated by Pastor Kor Thao who received Rural 
Leadership Training in Asia Rural Institute in Japan.

The main goal of the project is to help at least 50 families raise 
farm animals such as goats, chickens and ducks and/or assist 
in vegetable farming. A model farm will be established as a 
training center for our rural church members who are also 
farmers using natural farming methods. The Ministry of 
Agriculture and the local government serve as our partners.



CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
The congregational development goal is to find places where it would 
be possible to start a new ministry where there is currently no Methodist 
presence. We spend time visiting people across provinces to listen to 
their faith journey, hopes, and concerns, and help empower them for 
ministry. Local pastors are also trained in a course of study on the Bible, 
Wesleyan Theology, discipleship and Pastoral ministries. 

CHURCH BUILDING
The LSMC is building a 5-room multi-purpose center to serve as a 
training center & dormitory for pastoral & lay leadership training in 
Vientiane Capital. Linworth UMC in the West Ohio Conference provided 
the initial $9,000 and continues to help us raise additional funds. The 
LSMC local contributions are more than $2,000. 

WALK WITH US IN OUR FAITH JOURNEY
The Laos Methodist Christians teach us a very powerful lesson in faith 
through their commitment to believe, love, and serve God amidst risks 
& lack of resources. They choose to identify as believers of Jesus Christ 
despite being unpopular in their predominantly Buddhist country. We 
invite you to experience and be blessed by such genuine faith as we 
bless them through partnership in the faith journey. 

grace & love!
The Lao Mission Team
Contact: laomissions.umc@gmail.com

Reminder: Please don’t post this newsletter online to your website or 
social media channels for security reasons.
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