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9:45 am    Sunday School 
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NEWSLETTER 

 
FEBRUARY 
03 - Common Ground - 6 pm 

Studies/Activities  

08 - Primetimers at 10:30 am 

- FLC 

10 - Ash Wednesday Service 

at 6 pm - NO COMMON 

GROUND 

17 - Common Ground - 6 pm 

Studies/Activities  

 
MARCH 
14-18 SPRING BREAK  
20 - Palm Sunday 
21-25 - Holy Week 

 Noon Services 

 Prayer Room 

24 - Maundy Thursday  
       Service at 7:00 pm  
25 - Good Friday Service at  
       6:00 pm 
27 - Easter Sunrise Service  
       at 7:00 am 

 Easter Morning Break-

fast at 7:45 am - FLC 

 Easter Sunday Services 

at 8:45 am and 10:55 am 

 Easter Egg Hunt at 9:45 

am - FLC 
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First United Methodist Church 
 201 E. Hospital Street, Nacogdoches Texas 75961 

Office Hours: Mon-Thur: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm; Fri: 8:30 am - 12:00 pm. Closed for lunch 12:00 -1:00 pm 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE - FEB 10 

 

LENTEN STUDY (FEB 14 - MAR 20) 

On February 10 we will have an Ash Wednesday Service at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary.  
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a 40-day period where we prepare for the  

celebration of Easter. There will be no Common Ground on Wed, Feb 10. 

Renegade Gospel - Lenten Study 

Sundays, February 14th - March 20th - 5:00 - 6:00 pm in the 

Youth Center 

 Jesus didn’t come to start a religion; he came to start a 

revolution. He wanted to change the way that humans lived, 

breathed and moved - everything about our lives. When he came, 

he challenged all the preconceived notions about what God 

should look like, and he introduced the people to who God is. Be-

ginning on Sunday, February 14th, we invite you to join Dr. Jeff 

McDonald and Rev. Trent Oliver in a journey to re-discover the 

Christian life as a movement focused on one purpose, to change 

the world. 

 One exciting thing I want to mention is that both the 

Youth and Children’s Ministries will be doing their own age appro-

priate versions of the Renegade Gospel. Their respective parts of 

the study will occur during their regularly scheduled Sunday and Wednesday activities. The 

Adult portion will be held in the Youth Center on Sunday nights from 5:00-6:00 pm. We are 

excited to join together as a church and seek Christ together during the season of Lent. Sign-

ups will be available soon!  

HOLY WEEK/PALM SUNDAY/EASTER 
 March 20 - Palm Sunday  

 March 21-25 - Holy Week Noon Services by Nacogdoches Ministerial Alliance in the Sanctuary, 

 followed by a Luncheon in the Family Life Center 

 March 21-25 - Prayer Room in the Parlor 

 March 24 - Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 pm 

 March 25 - Good Friday Service at 6:00 pm 

 March 27 - Easter Sunrise Service at 7:00 am - Oak Grove Cemetery (contingency, in the Chapel) 

            Easter Morning Breakfast at 7:45 am - Family Life Center 

            Easter Sunday Services at 8:45 am and 10:55 am 

            Easter Egg Hunt at 9:45 am - Family Life Center 



 

A Note From The Pastor 
All who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons and daughters. 15You didn’t receive a spirit of 

slavery to lead you back again into fear, but you received a Spirit that shows you are adopt-

ed as his children. With this Spirit, we cry, “Abba, Father.”16The same Spirit agrees with our 

spirit, that we are God’s children. 

       Romans 8:14-16 

Recently in a sermon I referred to God as Abba. Abba is an Aramaic 

word for father, an intimate word that would be used by children. It is 

amazing that Jesus would refer to God as Abba. It would be like you 

and I calling our father “daddy.” Imagine some little boy trying to help his 

dad with some work around the house or making a gift for his mother. 

The help may be nothing more than getting in the way, and the gift may 

not be much, but the love behind it is simple and pure.  

I like to believe it is that way between our Abba and us. At the deepest, 

simplest levels, we just want each other to be happy, to be pleased. 

Brennan Manning writes, “our sincere desire counts far more than any 

specific success or failure.” When we try to pray and cannot find the 

right words, or fail at some other attempt, God still reaches out to love 

us. 

We are approaching the Lenten season, 40 days to prepare our hearts to remember just how much our Abba 

loves us. I am preaching a sermon series entitled “Questions for Lent and Easter” that is based in the Gospel of 

John. See you in church!         

         Peace, 
 
 
 

 
 
    

A Note From The Associate Pastor 

“6 Isn’t this the fast I choose: releasing wicked restraints, untying the ropes of a yoke, setting free the mistreated, and breaking every yoke? 7 

Isn’t it sharing your bread with the hungry and bringing the homeless poor into your house, covering the naked when you see them, and not 

hiding from your own family?.” - Isaiah 58:6-7 

With the season of Lent just around the corner, I want to take a moment to talk about fasting. Fasting is, at its most 

basic level, a way in which we remind ourselves that we are more than physical beings. Food alone cannot sustain 

us. For that, we rely upon God. Yet, fasting is more than just giving up food. It’s about reorienting ourselves before 

God; reminding ourselves that God is God and we are not. In fasting, we are called to take a good hard look at our 

own life and decide if it truly resembles the life to which God calls us - a life like the fast above from Isaiah 58.  

This year, when choosing your fast, I hope you will consider what it is that has been holding you back from God’s 

calling upon your life. Ask yourself, what is it that I run to when I am weary and need rest? How often do I take time to 

remember that God sustains my being? What might I give up or take on as my fast, that will make my life more close-

ly resemble the life of Christ? “Isn’t this the fast I choose?” 

         Blessings,  
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2015 Mission Dollars at Work 
As I am sure many of you are aware, this past year we began a special offering each Sunday called Mission Dollars. The 

basic concept is to toss a few extra one dollar bills in the offering plate, which go directly to our mission efforts around 

the church. Many in our church have found that it’s a great way to practice giving during worship on a weekly basis. We 

have heard from a few people, that parents are using Mission Dollars as a teaching tool for their children.  

Regardless of how or when you give, we think it’s important that we report what this money has done. Well, it has done a 

lot! In just a few months (beginning midway through June), our church has given $4,404 in one dollar bills! The break-

down is as follows: 

$1,103 for District Camp 

$1,375 for Clean Water for Haiti Project 

$1,926 for Z.O.E. Project 

If you are unfamiliar with either the Clean Water for Haiti Project or the Z.O.E. Project, these are fantastic missions in 

which the Texas Conference of the UMC has been participating. More information can be found on the East District web-

site ⇒ http://www.eastdistrictumc.org/missions.php 

 

Needless to say, we as a church have done great work in helping to fund these missions. The one dollar bills really do 

add up! We in the Missions Committee are excited about the opportunity to continue supporting mission efforts in our 

community and around the conference. Thank you for all the support and great work! 

 

“I Can” Sunday, February 7th for H.O.P.E “Helping Other People Eat”  
Our food drive for February, 2016, will be given to the H.O.P.E Food Pantry.  The mission purpose for this food pantry is 
to provide healthy food to those who cannot otherwise afford it.  The HOPE Food Pantry accepts both food and financial 
contributions. Financial contributions may be made to HOPE and placed in the offering plate.  
     
HOPE accepts any non-expired canned or boxed food item. Targeted items for food donations are:  canned vegetables, 
rice, rice sides, pasta, pasta sides, spaghetti sauce, macaroni & cheese, boxed cereal & oatmeal, peanut butter, jelly, 
canned fruit, canned beans, Chef Boyardee, canned soups, canned chicken, canned tuna, salt, pepper & spices. Food 

donations will be collected in the areas outside the sanctuary on Sunday, February 7.  

MISSION NEWS 

COMMON GROUND WEDNESDAYS 
Wed. Nights  - January 27th to March 9th, 6:00 - 7:30 pm 

Common Ground is back! We have made some changes. However, the purpose remains the same: gather community, 

build deep relationships, and grow our faith. We hope you will join us! 

 

Adult Ministry 
Unusual Healings (Parlor) led by Rev. Trenten Oliver 

Covenant Bible Study - Creating the Covenant (Part 1 – Room 205) /  

     Living the Covenant (Part 2 – Room 203) led by Mike Rigsby 

Broken and Blessed (Room 202) led by Emily Taravella and Stacey Smith 

Men’s Devotional & Basketball (Conference Room & FLC) led by Gary Wurtz 

Play Ground” (Library) led by the Adult Bible Sunday School Class 

 

Youth Ministry 
5:30 - Doors open to the Gym and Snack Supper in the Family Life Center 

6-7:30 pm - JH Youth, 7-8
th
 grades 

6:30-8p SH Youth, 9-12
th
 grades 

 

 

http://www.eastdistrictumc.org/missions.php
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Children’s Ministry 
 Children’s Common Ground Wednesdays for Spring has been re-

configured to fit our new 6-week schedule.   

Beginning January 27
th
, there will be two introductory Wednesdays before 

our joint Ash Wednesday Service on February 10th.  These first two 

Wednesdays will lay the groundwork for our projects.  Then after Ash 

Wednesday, there will be 4 weeks of completing projects and practicing 

leading in worship.  We will be providing many opportunities to participate 

in preparation for our Children’s Sunday and learning why and how we wor-

ship at FUMC.  Children can participate in art projects, musical offerings with chimes, the girl’s ensemble, scripture read-

ing, recitation, ushering, greeting, etc. (all the areas of leading in worship).   

Any child who does not want to do chimes, can prepare for Children’s Sunday in some other way (though we will encour-

age them all to participate).  We will make banners/paraments, we will need speakers, we will need greeters, we will 

need ushers, we will need many roles filled.  We will use this time to prepare them all for a wonderful Worship Service.   

Common Ground ends at Spring Break, and so we will have one or two rehearsals between Common Ground fin-

ish/Easter and Children’s Sunday to be sure the kids are ready to lead Worship on April 3
rd

.   

We are so excited to see how the Lord will use our precious children to touch the hearts of many on April 3
rd

.  We are 

very excited about this year’s Children’s Sunday.  If you have a specific gift or offering you’d like to contribute to help us 

prepare the children, please let us know. 

 A very special thanks to the ladies who are preparing to lead chimes.  What a blessing! Happy New Year to All, 

and many prayers for our FUMC kids and families for 2016 ~ Children’s Ministries. 

Continued from page 3 -  Common Ground Wednesdays 

 Facebook – Were you aware that UMW has a private Facebook page?  It is under the FUMC Nac Facebook 
page.    All you need to do is find the UMW Facebook page and be accepted.  Or, you can request an in-
vite.   News  about our Circles and members can be communicated with this resource.   
 United Methodist Women officers were installed during services on January 10

th
.  Newly installed officers  were 

President - Colleen Abernathy; Vice President - Ashley Johnson; Secretary-Treasurer - Jo Taylor’ Secretary of Program 
Resources and Mission Coordinator for Education & Interpretation - Nena Smith; Mission Coordinator for Spiritual 
Growth - Audry Quick; Nominations Committee Chair - Joyce Hancock.   Katherine Whitbeck was presented with the 
UMW Special Recognition Pin for her dedication to the women and children of our community.  Her selfless attitude rep-
resents what UMW is about.  
 FUMC was well represented at District training on January 16, , all officers  listed above were in attend-
ance.  We were provided  fellowship, and training for  our positions – and of course, were fed well also!   Our next Dis-
trict opportunity is the Spring Retreat February 26-27.  You have the option of arriving Friday for dinner or Saturday 
morning.   Ashley will be presenting one of the programs at the retreat!  Early bird registration ends 1/29 for a discounted 
rate.  If interested in meeting at the church to carpool, please contact me. 
 Upcoming Events:  Bake Sale will be March 6

th
.  If you are a Circle member, start pulling out those wonderful 

recipes.  If a church member, start saving those pennies!  The funds received from the Bake Sale go towards furthering 
the opportunities within UMW and Missions. We were able to support several of our local non-profit organizations in 
2015.   
 Lastly, If you are interested in visiting a Circle meeting (Circles are the small groups of the UMW Unit), please 
contact me.  There are several different options with regards to time and date.  Circles typically meet monthly exclud-
ing  summer months. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions, have an area UMW can serve, or would like more information on UMW. 
 
Colleen Abernathy  
Colleen.abernathy@gmail.com  
936-564-6850 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 

mailto:Colleen.abernathy@gmail.com
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JANUARY 
30 - East District Leadership Training 

31 - Disciple II Bible Study at 4 pm - Conf Room 

 Confirmation Class at 6:30 pm - Room 208 

FEBRUARY 
03 - Common Ground - Classes/Activities at 6:00 pm 

04 - Board of Trustees Meeting at 5:15 pm - Library 

07 - Disciple II Bible Study at 4 pm - Conf Room 

 Confirmation Class - Super Bowl 

08 - Primetimers at 10:30 am - FLC 
09 - UMW Circle VI Meeting at 6:00 pm - Parlor 
10 - Ash Wednesday Service at 6 pm - NO COMMON 

GROUND 

11 - Evangelism Committee Meeting at 4:00 pm - Library 

14 - Disciple II Bible Study at 4 pm - Conf Room 

 Confirmation Class at 6:30 pm - Room 208 

15 - UMW Circle III Meeting at 6:30 pm  

16 - UMW Circle I meeting at 9:30 am - Library 

 UMW Circle II & IV at 9:30 am 

 UMW Circle VII meeting at 10:00 am - Parlor 

17 - Common Ground - Classes/Activities at 6:00 pm 

21 - Disciple II Bible Study at 4 pm - Conf Room 

 Confirmation Class at 6:30 pm - Room 208 

22 - Preschool Registration Opens to Church Members 
24 - Common Ground - Classes/Activities at 6:00 pm 

 Preschool Enrollment for Current Students 

28 - Disciple II Bible Study at 4 pm - Conf Room 

 Confirmation Class at 6:30 pm - Room 208 

29 - Preschool Enrollment to the Public 

MARCH 
02 - Common Ground - Classes/Activities at 6:00 pm 

ROOM RESERVATIONS 
If you are planning to reserve a room in the Church for a 
meeting, gathering, etc., a request can be made either by 
completing a Building Use Form that can be found in the 
Workroom or online www.fumcnac.org, scroll down to the 

bottom of the home page and click resources, church forms 
and then building use. 

ACCESS ACS 
To obtain an ACCESS ACS user ID, logon to 

www.fumcnac.org, click the ACCESS ACS link at the 
bottom of the page.  For more information, kindly contact  

Sharon Bright at 936-564-8308 or email  

sharon.b@fumcnac.org. 

Articles Due for Next Newsletter 
The next Newsletter will be dated Tuesday,  

March 1, 2016.  Articles for this issue should be emailed to 

sharon.b@fumcnac.org by 3:00 pm Monday,  

February 10 , 2016. 

BULLETIN and E-News DEADLINE 
Please email all information to sharon.b@fumcnac.org 

for our weekly Bulletin/E-News by 3:00 pm on Tuesdays. 
 

Regularly-Scheduled Meetings  
Mondays: 

Men’s Emmaus Reunion Group meets at 6:30 am in the Parlor  (1st, 3rd, and 5th Mondays) 

HRT Emmaus Reunion Group meets on Mondays at 5:15 pm - Barbara LaFour’s  

Girl Scout Troop 1406 meets on Mondays at 6:00 pm in the Scout Lodge  

Tuesdays: 

Girl Scout Troop 1016 meets every other Tuesday at 5:30 pm in the Scout Lodge 

Celebrate Service Rehearsal at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

Wednesdays: 

Christian Writers’ Fellowship at 5:45 pm  

YoWe (Youth on Wednesday Evenings) at 5:30 pm-Jr. High Ignite; 6:30 pm Sr. High Ignite - Youth Center 

Bell Choir Rehearsal at 6:00 pm in Room 207 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 pm in the Choir Room. 

Thursdays: 

Grace Emmaus Reunion Group meeting at 8:30 am in the Library 

Heart-to-Heart Chorus at 9:00 am in the Choir Room and performances at Nursing Homes at 10:00 am (2nd & 4th Thursdays)  

Sundays: 

Youth Praise Band practice at 4:30 pm in the Youth Lounge 

Cub Scouts meets at 5:00 pm  in the Scout Lodge 

Youth on Sunday Night 5:30-Youth Open Gym; 6:30 pm-Youth Snack Supper; 7:00 pm-Youth Bible Study  

FUMCNAC CALENDAR 

 

03 - Board of Trustees Meeting at 5:15 pm - Library 

 Missions Committee Meeting at 6:30 pm - Conf Room 

06 - Disciple II Bible Study at 4 pm - Conf Room 

 Confirmation Class at 6:30 pm - Room 208 

09 - Common Ground - Classes/Activities at 6:00 pm 

10 - Evangelism Committee Meeting at 4:00 pm - Library 

13 - Disciple II Bible Study at 4 pm - Conf Room 

 Confirmation Class - Spring Break 

 



 

PRAYER CONCERNS—UPDATED, Monday, January 26, 2016 (9 am) 

For a more up-to-date Prayer List, kindly contact our Church Office—564-8308. 
Collin Chandler (Jack and Ashley Chandler’s son), Frank Richardson, Donald Stricklen (Donna 
Johnson’s father), Raymond Kieffer, Betty Wood, Martin Houser, Jim Simmons (Charlie Simmons’ 
brother), Wesley Sowell (John & Gale White’s daughter-in-law’s father), Daniel Smith (requested 
by Gale White), Laurie Russell (Ann Wilson’s niece), Barbara Collier, “Holland”, Lisa Wrench, Hel-
en Grout, Charla Dumas (Karen Jenlink’s daughter), Louis (Len) Neff (Dawn Rigsby’s cousin), 
Dick Voigtel, Hunter LaGrone (requested by Charles Reynolds), Cindy German (Anne Petit’s 
daughter), Jean Smith (Cindy Himes’ mother), Becky Taylor, Dottie Clagett, Pat LaRue, Melanie 
Kieffer (requested by Patrick Rovers Houser), Jeff Thomas (Carla Coffee’s cousin), Samantha 
Hein (Sue Law’s great-niece), Bobbie Williams (requested by Betty Lewis), Kirk Watson (Kelly 
Young’s brother), Randy Hauck (requested by Hank & Suzy Crouse), Charlotte Carey (Brad 
Maule’s sister), Sunne Schotke (Brad Maule’s niece), Bubba Hughes (requested by Al Smith), 
Huntley Stephenson (requested by Al Smith), Pat Rayne, Jarrell Grout, Steven Russell (Lynn 
Teague’s brother), Mike Rogers (requested by Allen Anthony), Annette Martin, Ruth (Marie) Baker, 
Ann Wilson, Campbell Cox, Rudy Washburn, Jenny Scott (Kay Jeffrey’s daughter), Jonathan 
Wolfe (Gale White’s son), Stephanie Bentz (Cathy Johnson’s daughter), Rosemary Moffatt, 
McKenzie Hanlon (requested by Colleen Abernathy), Dave Collun (Sheila Smith’s cousin), Arin 
Lee, Leah Dorsey (Leon Dorsey’s daughter), Roy Laprarie (Al Smith’s brother-in-law), Cecilia An-
dis (Jerry Andis’ sister), Peggy Cox, Dianne House, Sue Whatley, Daniel Coolidge, Kate Maloy, 
Joe Butters, David Lymbery (Betty Bunch’s grandson), Debbie Sellman (friend of Jo Taylor), Jack 
Macris (Sharon Scifres’ brother). 

Our Hearts Go Out To 

Anne Pettit and family on the passing of her grandson 

The family of Marilyn Davis on her passing 

The family of Rachel Turnage on her passing 

Military Personnel in Combat Zone 

Jack Duffin, Jake Trotter, Westen Kuenstler 
Names will remain on a published prayer team list for 90 days. The prayer team appreciates 
current updates on requests. Please email your requests and updates to info@fumcnac.org  
If you know of a member of FUMC who is in the hospital or who will be having surgery, kindly 
contact the Church Office - 564-8308.  EMERGENCIES, call 936-585-2294. 

The mission of the First United Methodist Church of Nacogdoches is to make disciples through  
Christ-centered service and outreach.  With God’s help, we will do this through witnessing,  

teaching and loving. 
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Our Staff 
 

DR. JEFF McDONALD 
Senior Pastor 
jeff.m@fumcnac.org 
REV. TRENT OLIVER 
Associate Pastor  
trent.o@fumcnac.org 
JEFF CAMPBELL 
Director of Youth Ministry 
jeff.c@fumcnac.org 
ELSA JORDAN 
Director of Children’s Ministry 
elsa.j@fumcnac.org 
LISA LABOSKY 
Director of Preschool 
lisa.l@fumcnac.org 
DR. TOD FISH 
Director of Music Ministry 
tod.f@fumcnac.org 
DR. GARY WURTZ  
Celebrate Worship Leader  
gary.w@fumcnac.org 
DR. ANDY PARR 
Organist 
andy.p@fumcnac.org 
SHARON BRIGHT 
Office Manager 
sharon.b@fumcnac.org 
KATHY THOMAS 
Financial Secretary 
kathy.t@fumcnac.org 
JIM JENKINS 
Building Manager 
jim.j@fumcnac.org 


